EDITORIAL
Message of the May Day

At Present scenario May Day is more relevant as the achieved facilities to workers after a big
sacrifices of Martyrs of Chicago and at other places are in danger due to pro corporate developed
policy of the governments.

May Day remind us the huge scarifice of workers and their unions to assert that the workers
be treated as human being and not as animals. Rather one could claim that the discourse of
human rights was initiated by the labour movement in the human history. They are cry for fixed
working hours 8 hours for work, 8 hours for rest and 8 hours for recreation and rejuvenation with
the family echoed in various parts of the world in19th century. In the India to the demand of fixed
hours of work behin from 1866 when the unions were yet to be born sector wise, as till then the
collectives for common cause was through community bases. It was in 1886 that the workers in
Chicago began their protest strike on 1st May, that followed the bomb explosion by the conspirator
to find an excuse to crush the moment. The eight leaders arrested, four of them where given death
sentence, two died in jail and two were given life imprisonment.

It was in 1889 that in an international meeting of workers associations where Karl Marx talked
of cry of working class, the incidents of May protest in Chicago and suggested to observe May Day
for paying tributes to the Martyrs of that struggle and to continue the struggle for fix working hours.
It was from 1890 that the day begin to be observed with a slogan "Workers of the world Unite".

The working class of the world over is facing severe situation of reversal of various labour
rights won over after hard and prolonged battle including the rights to fixed working hours and right
to strike. The attack on labour rights and unions is the tool for the pro-corporate government to
weaken and stifle the collective bergaining to continue their support to the monopoly Capitalist for
super profits overriding the rights of working masses.

May Day 2023 have been observed with more vigor by workings class this year of several
pressing reasons. Taking into cognizance of the political developments which are moving at very
fast pace on every front in the year before General Election in 2024,it is utmost important to assess
the situation.

In India also we were observing May Day from 1923.

The economy is further in deterioration with the ever-rising prices of essential commodities,
the cerals, pulses, wheat flour, rice, cooking oil, cooking gas (at above Rs. 1200 per cylinder), retail
milk prices rise more than 15% in last one year. the cost of education and health care rising where
as the income/ways increase is not taking place, it is becoming very difficult and substances of the
poor working masses with every passing day.

Budget did not address long term employment and creation of quality jobs 10 million new
job seeks enter the job merket every year Unemployment is at its peak of 34% Budget talks
about demand based skilling. Skilling comes with formal education. Leaving behind the reality
of formal edcation in india, skilling makes no sense. New age courses for industry 4.0 aims at a
very small section of technically educated youth leaving behind the large section of the deserving.
The budget mentioned for spending on higher education, in actual it is a blueprint mentioned for
spending on higher education, in actual it is a blueprint all ready to bring foreign universities. BJP
government has only been allocating less than 3% of GDP on education so far. Reduced public



spending on health has made poverty doles to farmers which is the election gimmick. The relief of
women and senior citizens by way of enhancing the limit of deposit does not translate into any big
benefit. Wedening Gender employment wase disparity and dwindling women enpowerment rate
was not addressed.

The Medium, Small and Micro Enterprises (MSMEs) were not adequately addressed. what's
given by way of enhancing guarantee is too a small for the huge sector, that is the engine of growth
and employment generator.

No attempt to increase tax income by taxing and rich and corporates. The borrowings to make
up deficit is already visible. India's debt burden is already heavy and further burden increases and
debt servicing load.

Budget note only failed for common man. It was passed without discussion in the Parliament.
It has happened for the first time in the history. Even the prebudget consulations were converted
into mockery, and the Central Trade unions had boycotted it.

Last the circumstances stated above the May Day message is more relevant and it should be
taken a serious care by the working class.

The united struggle is only weapon for the workers to protect their interest and to save the
achievement of our martyrs.

Mazdoor Ekta Zindabad
NFTE- Zindabad
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